MEDICINE
success. Now you failed to catch a very significant
fact: namely, that the patch for a moment disappeared.
Ah, I grant you it reappeared shortly. Let us now
translate into scientific parlance the result of that
observation. What is the Latin for * fleeting * ?
Fugax. Very well then. We are confronted here
with an erythema fugax, or fleeting erythema. Every
doctor over the globe will understand you if you say
* fugax,' for it is the universal language which we use.
In the course of your examination or palpation did
your sensitive touch tell you anything else ?" The
student did not see what he meant.
" Was the erythema rough or smooth ? I am
entitled to ask you that if I am corresponding with
you from, shall we say, Paris, and you are describing
the case to me from Dublin."
" It was smooth."
" Non nodosum, non no dot urn. Erythema fugax, non
no do sum. We are painting the picture for the Parisian
authority on diseases of the skin. Let us ask her how
long she has had this disease. Have you had this
long ?"
The girl in the bed, who exhibited considerable
agitation, was understood to aver that she only noticed
it when the nurse pulled up her clothes.
" Ah, recens erythema. Now let us put the results
of our diagnosis in order. How shall we phrase the
description to the great specialist who is anxiously
waiting in Paris ? Would you be prepared, in the light
of our observations this morning, to send it in this way:
" Erythema recens fugax non nodosum " /
Agreement was unanimous.
" But the great man in Paris is not to be put off
like that. He will want to hear something of the
history, the age, sex, and so on of the patient. Tell
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